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“When we planned this year’s Tie Grading Seminar, it was bound to be 
one of the best ever,” said Railway Tie Association (RTA) Education 
Committee Chairman Marshall Allen. And, Allen was right. With the best 
facilities RTA attendees have ever enjoyed, a superbly orchestrated plant 
experience by the wonderful folks at Appalachian Timber Services (ATS), 
and our largest instruction staff ever assembled, the 2014 seminar met and 
exceeded all expectations. The week’s work included three full days of 

tests reinforcing the subject matter than ever before, students excelled in 
the coursework. The below chronicles some of the week’s highlights.

 

Day 1

Graders Reach New 
Heights In West Virginia
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Day 2
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Day 3
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R E S E A R C H  U P D AT E :

Roy Henderson for their efforts to make this event such a wonderful experience. Also, thanks 

the students and RTA must thank our all-volunteer instruction staff that year-in and year-out 
give up a week or more of time in prep and in the classroom to make the annual Tie Grading 
Seminar a great success. We really can’t thank you enough!

 

RTA-AWPRP In Mississippi

INSTRUCTORS: Marshall Allen, Allen Railroad Services; Randy Baileys Lonza Wood 
Protection; Terry Conners and Jim Ringe, University of Kentucky; Jim Gauntt, Railway 
Tie Association; Jeff Morrell, Oregon State University; Robert Pearce, Lee Inspection & 
Consulting; and John Zuspan, Track Guy Consultants.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Kris Hedding of Stella-Jones and Steve Lish of 
Koppers Inc.

STUDENTS: 
Preserving; Aaron Cottrell and Ben Meckley of Appalachian Timber Services; Charles Gilley, 
Jeff Caldwell, Zac Adamo, Marcus Douglas, Raymond Koch, Bill Sachs and Adam Mitchell 

Dan Reed, Justin Runyon, Loney Shepler and Rafael Silva of Stella-Jones Corp.

SPONSORS: Special thanks are due to the sponsors of the 2014 Tie Grading Seminar. Thank you to Arch Wood Protection, Appalachian 
Timber Services, Stella-Jones Corp. & Wheeler Lumber.
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